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U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 

on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 

status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 

beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individualôs income is derived from any public 

assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means for communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large 

print, audiotape, etc.) please contact USDAôs TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 

TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) 

or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Front page photo: Example of exploratory drill operation on the Otis Gold Claims.  Photo 

provided by John Carden. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Otis Capital USA Corporation (hereafter known as Otis Gold) submitted a proposed Plan 

of Operations on claims they possess near Crab Creek on the Dubois Ranger District, 

Caribou-Targhee National Forest.   

 

Otis Gold is proposing to expand their exploration work within the bounds of their 

mining claims in Sections 20 and 21; T13N; R38E; BM.  The original request was to 

construct 5,120-feet of temporary road to access proposed drill sites.  A field trip was 

conducted on June 11, 2013 to look at the proposal.  After walking the existing road 

system, Otis Gold verbally amended their proposal to construct 3,919-feet of temporary 

road to facilitate their exploration plan ñto quantify the presence, extent, volume, grade 

and type of mineralization, to determine if further exploration and/or mining activities are 

warranted in the óNorth Areaô of this mineral deposit.ò    

 

Based upon the effects of the alternatives, the responsible official will decide if 

implementation of Otis Goldôs proposed Plan of Operations may significantly affect the 

quality of the human environment and what mitigation measures will be necessary to 

approve the Plan of Operations. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION ____________________________  

Document Structure  

The Forest Service has prepared this Environmental Assessment in compliance with the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant Federal and State laws 

and regulations. This Environmental Assessment discloses the direct, indirect, and 

cumulative environmental impacts that would result from the proposed action and 

alternatives. The document is organized into six parts: 

Introduction: The section includes information on the history of the project proposal and 

the location of the proposed Plan of Operation. 
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 Purpose and Need for Action: This section includes the purpose and need for this EA 

and the proposed action to accomplish it.  It details the public involvement process 

and the issues raised during the scoping process. 

Alternatives and Their Comparison: This section provides a more detailed description of 

Otis Goldôs proposed action and a no action alternative.  This discussion also includes 

possible mitigation measures. Finally, this section provides a summary table of 

mitigation and monitoring associated with the proposed action.  

Environmental Consequences: This section describes the environmental effects of 

implementing the proposed action and the no action alternative. This analysis is 

organized by resource area. Within each section, the affected environment is 

described first, followed by the effects of the no action alternative that provides a 

baseline for evaluation and comparison of the proposed action.  

Literature Cited: This section provides a list citations referenced in the specialists 

reports.  

Appendices: The appendices provide more detailed information to support the analyses 

presented in the environmental assessment. 

Additional documentation, including more detailed analyses of project-area resources 

(specialist reports), may be found in the project planning record located at the Dubois 

Ranger District Office in Dubois, Idaho. 

 

Background  

Otis Capital USA Corporation (Otis Gold) submitted a Plan of Operations (Plan) in accordance 

with Chapter 36 Code of  Federal Regulations (CFR) Subpart 228.4(a)(3)  and consistent with 36 

CFR 228.4 (C).  

Otis Goldôs Plan proposes to expand ongoing exploration operations on their mining 

claims located over past underground mining operations near Crab Creek on the Dubois 

Ranger District, Caribou-Targhee National Forest.  Otis Gold holds mining claims wholly 

confined within Township 13 North, Range 38 East in the unsurveyed portions of Section 

20 and 21, Clark County, Idaho.   Exploration plans for the Mine Ridge North Area 

submitted by Otis Gold initially described construction of 5,120-feet of temporary road 

north of previous drill operations. They later reduced their temporary road construction 

proposal to 3,919-feet after a field trip on June 11, 2013.  The new construction extends 

three existing roads further north and west and would allow Otis Gold to drill 16 

additional exploratory holes to determine the extent mineralization exists within this 

portion of their mining claim block.  A fourth smaller road segment is proposed to 

reconnect existing roads within their claim block.  Approximately 1.8 acres of 

disturbance would be anticipated under this proposal.   

Results obtained from drilling operations would allow Otis Gold to determine the need 
for additional drill hole data or the need to reclaim or postpone the reclamation of roads 
constructed during this phase of the project.  

As more information about mineralization is produced, modifications to this proposal are 
anticipated to add more roads in the project area to support future exploration.  
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Documentation of the environmental conditions in 2013 and 2014 will be used as the 
baseline against which the effect of future actions will be compared.   

 

Proposed Project Location  

The project area is located predominantly northwest of Crab Creek, a tributary of West 

Camas Creek, on the Dubois Ranger District as shown in Figures 1 and 2.  It is situated 

approximately five miles northwest of the small rural community of Kilgore.  The deposit is 

within Sections 20 and 21; Township 13 North; Range 38 East; B.M.    It is centered at 

latitude 44Á25ô53ò N by longitude 111Á59ô52òW.  Ground surface elevation at the project 

area lies between 6,600 and 8,060-feet above mean sea level in the Centennial Mountains.   

Land management classifications defined in 1997 Revised Targhee National Forest Plan 

(RTNFP) locate the project in the Middle Rocky Mountain Steppe designated as M332.  The 

project area lies within the Centennial Mountains subsection.  The land management 

prescription for the proposed project area is designated as ñ5.4.1(b) Elk Summer Range.ò 

(RTNFP)   
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Figure 1. Vicinity map  

Figure 1 shows the general location of the Kilgore, Mine Ridge North Area project entirely 

within the boundaries of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest in Clark County, Idaho.   

 


